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The current state of public 
financing of higher education in 

Kazakhstan

Funding issues and involvement in the educational system of funds 
from different sources are some of the key issues in higher education, 
which is increasingly becoming a major sector of the economy both in 
terms of resource consumption, and in terms of the contribution to eco­
nomic and social progress. Forming area management system of higher 
education at a level consistent with international standards, and in particu­
lar the development of the financing system under the requirements of the 
world community, of course, provides a solution to the many problems 
existing in this sphere. In this regard, the financing problems of the sec­
tor must be considered not only at the level of the university, improving 
the financing system should become an important part of organizational 
activities of higher education, at the level of the state. All these activities 
should be aimed at increasing the competitiveness of national universities, 
which are becoming increasingly active market participants.
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Қaзaқстaнның жоғaры бі лім 
бе ру сaлaсын мем ле кет тік 
қaржылaнды ру дың қaзір гі 

жaғдaйы

Бі лім сaлaсын әртүр лі қaржылaнды ру кө зі мә се ле сі ре су рстaрды 
пaйдaлaну жaғынaн ғaнa емес, со ны мен бір ге эко но микaлық жә­
не әлеу мет тік дaмуғa қосaтын үле сі жaғынaн дa эко но микaның ірі 
сaлaсы бо лып отырғaн жоғaры бі лім бе ру жүйе сін де гі өзек ті мә се­
ле бо лып тaбылaды. Жоғaры бі лім бе ру сaлaсын бaсқaру жүйесі­
нің әлем дік стaндaртқa сaй қaлыптa суы, со ның ішін де әлем дік 
қaуымдaстық тaлaптaрынa сaй қaржылaнды ру жүйесі нің дa муы, сөз­
сіз, осы сaлaдaғы көп те ген мә се ле лер дің ше шілуін  қaмтaмaсыз ете ді. 
Осығaн бaйлaныс ты бұл сaлaны қaржылaнды ру мә се ле сін бір ғaнa 
жоғaрғы оқу ор ны ның дең ге йін де емес, қaржылaнды ру жүйе сін же­
тіл ді ру мем ле кет тік тұр ғыдa іс ке aсaтын жоғaры бі лім бе ру жүйесі нің 
ұйымдaсты ру шaрaлaры ның мaңыз ды бө лі гі не aйнaлуы қaжет. Осы 
бaрлық шaрaлaр нaрық тық қaрым­қaтынaстың бел сен ді қaты су шы сы 
бо лып отырғaн отaндық жоғaры оқу орындaры ның бә се ке ге қaбі лет­
ті лі гін aрт ты руғa бaғыттaлуы қaжет.

Тү йін  сөз дер: бі лім жүйесі, қaржылaнды ру, мем ле кет тік рет теу, 
жоғaры оқу ор ны.

Смaгу ловa Г.С.,  
Сермaгaмбет У.М.

Сов ре мен ное сос тоя ние  
го судaрст вен но го  

финaнси ровa ния сфе ры  
выс ше го обрaзовa ния 

Кaзaхстaнa

Воп ро сы финaнси ровa ния и прив ле че ния в обрaзовaтельную сис­
те му средс тв из рaзлич ных ис точ ни ков яв ляют ся од ни ми из клю че вых 
проб лем в сис те ме выс ше го обрaзовa ния, ко торaя все бо лее стaно­
вит ся круп ной отрaслью эко но ми ки кaк с точ ки зре ния пот реб ле ния 
ре сур сов, тaк и с точ ки зре ния вклaдa в эко но ми чес кий и со циaль­
ный прог ресс. Фор ми ровa ние сис те мы упрaвле ния сфе рой выс ше­
го обрaзовa ния нa уров не, соот ве тс твую щем ми ро вым стaндaртaм, 
a в чaст нос ти рaзви тие сис те мы финaнси ровa ния соглaсно тре бовa­
ниям ми ро вых сооб ще ств, бе зус лов но, обес пе чивaет ре ше ние мно­
же ствa проб лем, имею щих ся в дaнной сфе ре. В этой свя зи проб ле­
мы финaнси ровa ния отрaсли нуж но рaсс мот реть не толь ко нa уров не 
од но го вузa, со вер шенст вовa ние сис те мы финaнси ровa ния долж но 
преврaтить ся в вaжную чaсть оргa низaци он ных ме роп рия тий выс ше­
го обрaзовa ния, осу ще ст вляю щих ся нa уров не го судaрс твa. Все эти 
ме роп риятия долж ны быть нaпрaвле ны нa по вы ше ние кон ку рен тос­
по соб нос ти оте че ст вен ных ву зов, ко то рые все боль ше стaно вят ся 
aктив ны ми учaст никaми ры ноч ных от но ше ний. 

Клю че вые словa: обрaзовaтельнaя сис темa, финaнси ровa ние, го­
судaрст вен ное ре гу ли ровa ние, выс шие учеб ные зaве де ния.
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In connection with the development of autonomy and financial 
independence of higher education institutions, the main sources 
of financing of the higher education system are the state budget, 
revenues from the provision of paid educational services, income 
from carrying out research projects and other sources of income.

A special place in the financing of educational services of higher 
education institutions take the state budget. The necessity of state 
participation in higher education is explained by the following rea-
sons: First, like all other social needs of society, education is a pub-
lic good that the market is unable to fully fund. The increasing role 
of the human factor makes the state’s participation in solving the 
problems of higher education in a number of pressing social prob-
lems. In the preamble to the World Conference on Higher Education 
held in July 2009 in Paris within the framework of the UNESCO 
says that «...higher education as a public good is the responsibility 
of all stakeholders, especially governments. It has a social responsi-
bility to contribute to our understanding of the variety of problems, 
including social, economic, scientific and cultural aspects, and im-
prove our ability to respond to them, the face of complex global 
challenges of today and the future of higher education. It should 
become the leading force of the society in the formation of global 
knowledge to address global challenges such as food security, cli-
mate change, water management, intercultural dialogue, renewable 
energy and health» [1].

The second reason for the state’s participation in the financing 
of higher education spheres related to its regulatory function. As 
world practice shows, the redistribution of income in higher edu-
cation in the direction of increasing private investment was due in 
many cases, the government’s financial crisis. The causes of these 
crises vary from shifting government priorities to other social needs 
to the problem of tax collection. Thirdly, the necessity of state par-
ticipation in the funding of higher education is due to the observance 
of the principle of justice, ie, redistribution of funds allocated for the 
financing of higher education between rich and poor. State subsidies 
are necessary to equalize the possibility of admission to universities 
of potential students from all walks of life. government subsidies 
and grants system primarily provides access to higher education for 
students from poor and people with disabilities. 
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Thus, by financing higher education, the state 
usually has several goals:

1) ensure the «right» size of the higher educa-
tion system (achieving maсroefficiency);

2) the distribution of financial resources between 
institutions in accordance with the public interest, 
requests of students and employers (microefficiency 
achievement);

3) ensure the accessibility of higher education 
for all socio-economic groups, that is, equality of 
educational opportunities.

Occurred over the past decade the rise of pri-
vate higher education in the world is a significant 
event, and funding models in this sector important 
to all stakeholders, including students and society in 
general. However, it should be noted that the public 
funding of higher education still plays an important 
role in both developed and developing countries. 
For example, in the UK operates the State Council 
on the financing of higher education institutions, 
of which the budget funded all universities of the 

country. In the UK, about 50-60% of the university 
budget amount to the funds allocated by the state. 
The remaining 40-50% of the university budget are 
formed by carrying out applied research contracts 
with companies fulfill orders of municipal authori-
ties, training fees from foreign students, sponsorship 
contributions [2].

Also, students of accredited private colleges and 
universities in the US can receive state support in 
the form of federal student grants and loans. State 
support is provided by private higher education in 
India, and in countries such as the Philippines and 
Japan.

In Kazakhstan, the state budget is one of the 
main sources of funding for higher education. Ac-
cording to the Statistics Agency of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan in general education for 2008-2012. 
3345.53 billion tenge was allocated from the state 
budget. The dynamics of growth of public funding 
for the education sector 2008-2012. can be seen in 
the following figure
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Figure 1 – Volume education funding from the state budget for 2008-2012 years

From Figure 1, we can observe the tendency of 
growth of government financial resources allocated 
to education. If in 2009 the volume of financing 
from the state budget in comparison grew by 16.4% 
to 2008, then in 2012 this indicator reached 91.7%, 
ie, State funding of the education system in 2012 has 
grown almost in 2 times in comparison with 2008.

From the expenditure on higher education 
funded by the state the most significant include 
such items as «training of specialists with higher 

and postgraduate education and social support to 
students», «training in universities abroad under 
the program» Bolashak «,» services the training of 
specialists with higher and postgraduate education 
in the AEO «Nazarbayev University». For these 
purposes from 2010 to 2013 it has been allocated 
from the republican budget of 327.96 billion. Tenge. 
Of these, the predominant part of the cost falls on the 
training of specialists with higher and postgraduate 
education. From Figure 2 we can see that the state 
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in 2013, the training of specialists with higher and 
postgraduate education has allocated 89.44 billion. 
Tenge. This is 11.8% higher than in 2012, 30.9% 
higher than in 2011 and 65% more than the amount 
of financial resources devoted to the training of 
specialists with higher and postgraduate education 
in 2010 [3].

Higher education institutions, being the subjects 
of the economic system of the state and consumers 
of resources of the state, acting as producers of 
educational services. One of the key indicators that 
directly affect the state of the system of providing 
educational services, is funding. Availability of the 
necessary funding makes it possible to ensure that 
the scope of higher education quality labor, material, 
information and other types of resources that meet 
international standards.

According to UNESCO guidelines, the financial 
resources allocated to the financing of higher 
education of the country should be at least 6-7% of 

GDP. To achieve this figure in the national system 
of higher education, the level of public funding 
which in the last 10 years did not exceed 1-1.5% of 
GDP, it is necessary to take the following measures: 
gradually increase the amount of state funding in 
proportion to the country’s GDP; to conduct state 
policy, which implies involvement in the sphere of 
higher education of the state extra-budgetary funds; 
to develop additional sources of funding for the 
industry, as the private finance, corporate financing 
(sponsorships from large manufacturing companies) 
and others.

Thus, the implementation of activities such 
as attracting additional sources of financing, the 
introduction of rational methods and forms of 
financing in the field of higher education, will 
enhance the competitive advantages of a higher 
education institution, strengthening its position in 
the market of educational services, and, respectively, 
and raise its competitiveness .
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